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To TBI Editor or thx Ribald:.
Our ancient Enropo seems to hare been destined by

Mo never to enjoy complete peace, and to live always
between the regrets and sorrow.! or past wars and tho
anxieties of new and terrible conflicts to como. Every
moment there Is awakened in the mind tho Idea that
come great conflicts of passion or Interest will rosult
In an appeal to lorco, and thai that force may destroy
nations and civilization as things which Nature re¬

jects, suspending the unique struggle for progress, the
Struggle for labor.

Torriblo paolcs depress tho mind and disturb com¬

mercial transactions. Movements of squadrons, notes
of governments, speeches of sovereigns, all contain
threats of bloodshed, or, at least, all appent the for©-
runuors of immlnout battlos. You cannot meet a bnsl-
nesa man who dons not declaim on tlie situation and
predict that by next spring we shull again encounter

tho torrible spec!ro of doatb, of our cities half de¬
stroyed aud our Holds desolated and deserted. Ho will
tell yon that wo havo hero a huge funeral pilo, and
that It only needs some hidden hand to apply thc torch
of the Incendiary In order to reduce tho whole body of
our old Continont to cinders. And yet the
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to day should ho Ions than they havo been for tho last
twnty years. Evil disappears, aud with It disappears
that pusslon for heroism. Italy, which wasthoEuro-
pcau apple of discord, has been convortod into a free
and Independent nation. The foreigner no longer acts
the conqueror at Home, nor doas ho hold the city.
Anitriu no longer mounts guard at SU Mark's place.
Tho tricolor proudly floats above the towers ol' Mantua
and Verona, and the hymn of national Independence la
chnntod in the streets ol Milan. And tho things tran

spiring In Italy transpire also in Hungary. That
proud race of Magyars, which could sustain the must

gigantic war In one of the most awful of crises, a race

ever ready for combats and sacrifices, has been
emancipated, even placing itself now ander the

guardianship of its old oppressors. And that which
applies to Italy and Hungary applies equally to Ger¬
many. Tho rivalries between Austria aud Prussia,
which flooded the German soil with blood, ended in
favor of Prussia. The phantasms of the revolutionists
of 184s, tho unity of Germany and tho expulsion of
Austria lod to this in a groat mcasuro. MoUoroich,
founder of the IToly Alliance, is doad aud for¬
gotten, while Androssy, a disciple of Kossuth,
directs tho affairs of Austria. Tho Catholic nations
of the south readily rubmil to tho tutelage or the
Protestant Emperor who has cotiquerod in the north,
which is proved by the resist inco olK-rcd by the King
of Bavaria to his Parliament, and tbo quelling of olerl-
cal opposition to the recent retoruis. Those continu¬
ous convulsions in Poland have ceased for a while,
principally boron-- of the evident ImpoxxibtlUy of suc¬
cess, and next because France, which has so frequently
mrouscdtbc martyr nation, has had to ally herself to Rus¬
sia as a necessary act ol her vengeance. Thc BriUsh Na¬

tion ofpomluious Influence, which decided in other day«
to draw the sword to protect the half moon that glitters
above Holy Sophia, and for thc Sultan who dwells in

the seraglios of tho Boaphorns, has resigned horse if
to a further diminution of the Turkish Empire for tho
purpose of augmenting herpaworsnd Influence In the
I-nnd of Egypt, la France even that lighting dynasty
has disappeared, forged into 'bo most h ;h temple of
republican wars. She has been satiated with the idea
of revolutionary disaster*; linages ofo conquering and
daring Stulc, which decided to diaieraitmle Ideas of
liberty through armies of slaves, threatening all other
nationalities with their tra lltloos of conquest and op¬
pressing their own with the burden of military glories,
most costly and disastrous to nations. It Is quite cer

tain that neither Italy cor Hungary by their victories,
nor Poland by bar mtstortunca, arc to day causes for
war, and tho Empire of the roost belllcoso traditions
tlie Empire of Bonaparte.has di-appcarcd from
It u rope.

rnnrca axi) ex .max rivalry.

There hss been ¦ germ of discord bred which may
soon.nud which mod assuredly will.give rise to
much fighting within a certain time, indeed, there
exists a enure for uneaiiuera as to a d sturoanro ahnoi>t
as diaiftlrour at the last afta r, to wit, the rivalry be
tween Franco and Germany. This rivalry h .. been the
necessary consequence ol tbo greater part of the evil*
which have agitated European civilization during the

past twenty years, the miscarriage of that French Ho-
public ot '4s which was born under such excellent nus-

p CO*. With tho Irradiation jioooltar to French Ideas,
with the resonance peculiar to French utterances, Ger¬
many became suddenly awakened trorn her lethargy,
and, while seeking to recover her hist liberties, had
h-r eyes opened to the idea much more necessary to her
i w ciu'O.to the Idea of unity. If slic could have real¬
ized that grand thought, if the hatred of the tyrants
nud tho tnexperienco of tho |>eople h.id not given rise

to snch tremendous difficulties, German unity would
have been realized, tho same as Italian unity, with tho
consent of France, nud would have opened tho way lor
a holy alliance of nations united as in the souse of a

a hi vers* I brclhtrhood, which would have a-so red the

solidarity of each nrvl the romman Interests
of all But France again entrenched herself
behind a military empire, and from that moment

the otd historic rivalries wero renewed between the
two countries and ono set up a threatening institution
In response to a threatening institution roared by the
other, until finally the two nations were brought face
to face on tho field of battle. Tbo French Empire vac¬

illated in its policy with respect to Gorm.tny in the
Same way that It ha l vacillated in treating with Italy.
Having called that niton to the exercise of independ¬
ence, it opposed, fought against it In the work essen¬

tial to that independence, that of unity, opposed her
by the veto egain't the most necessary ol all Italian
reclamations.the desire to recover and hold the city of
Rome. Aud having sustained Prussia against Austria
even to the verge of the field of Sadowa, from ihat tu-

premo momeut she tuincil against Prussia, leading to
war, necessarily, futsily. And that war was no more

terrible for the disasters It caused than for tbo r.valry
which It creabxl between two of the most powerful cen¬

tres or Europe. The Get man democracy, notwith¬

standing the exqnlsite tact and the sensible policy that

prevailed during ihat very grave period ot their trans¬

formation, determined to place themselves umlar that
dictator who should be capable of assuring them, above
nil things, the return of their dismembered possessions
nnd tbelr autonomy in Europe, which had heon com¬

pletely broken. Thus, In the face of the general secu¬

rity offered and iht
solxxx rxoMtsxs nxrxiriD

IX Ihvor of peaoe, the whole world debated upon, and

then announced the beginning of war. One tali Ihat

Bagfand was fortifying herself and organising her mill-

gar7 forces, which rore or had but a brief existence.

Others said that King Victor Emmanuel had also hulled

.I such a potslhHtty 'O compliments while review-

kg iL« aimy on urii vl ll» fttf, A moat douhlfhl
Statement. Others ngnin pretended to see something
I* tho notes of Count Andrawy, whteh they averrod

wore affirmed and corroborated by long and Inaccurate

now*paper articles concerning the sudden order to arm

Austrian reserve* The babblers and dreamers

tolled of fabulous preparations, nnd that the English
gg Ihat Industry was po^uUnrly English. fH

on able to meet tho defosnds (or Implements of war;
that I*vnruark bad ordered too,000 uniforms, and that
Prussia wits accumulating innumerable supplies. And
all ibo symptoms of 18T0 aro perceptible now, like a

quiutity of diamonds laanobsd upon the market In¬
tended only to frighten holders into selling, and thus
tend to force ihs ciUaimtlos and catastrophes conse-

qu-ut on these universal conflicts. Wo glory in our

civilisation; we regard tho achievements of the pa«t as

the supreme vlciottcs of the human mind, as the shin¬
ing crown of history, and yet when we turn
to the future, Irom tho lofty p'onaclo of our

pr.de, we aee but advancing armies massed as though
la an Immense battle field; Incendiaries that blase and
threaten to immolate tho tuitions; pilus of dead bodies
that Impregnate tlx air with death in the laboratory of

life; and the survivors, more unlortunato thuu the
desd, subjected to every upstart warlike avenger,
Ul.mdUhing an exterminating sword, olftr to the manes
of their sepulchrod fathers the questionable satisfac¬
tion of a bloody vengeance. When wo sec all these
things we Imagine that society la but a continuation of
dato re; that within her bosurn atore matter exists end
that she slooo governs atl force; that mechanical laws
guide and direct, and not the laws of the mind; that
wo are condemned to behold rival nations in history as

a species ot natural euemms oil over tho earth, hunt¬
ing each other, persoeuting each other In one great
struggle without truce, without lltnil, that one may
build Itselfup by the extermination of the other.
building npon the reeking remains, upon tho scattered
bones, upon tho fetid Intestines even, bocauso, liko the
ancient gods of tho heathen, modern grandeur de¬
mands and requires tho barbarous holocaust of human
sacrifice In this interminable reign of totality and
evil It Is, thereforo, necessury to turn our eyes
toward tho principles of justice and lo establish
ourselves therein, as U were, In order to
convince ourselves that nftor all hitman reason

must hasten tho crcots that will load to

a comploto realization of the common well-being.
It is necessary for us always lo have faith In the Ideal,
that wo may sincerely hope It will be fulfilled. But now,
ssln other times, while afflictions and torments every-
where abound, whllo the gallows and tho axe work si¬

lently In tho towers of feudalism, hntnan reason goes
on steadily weakening them and destroying them, dis¬
possessing them by reality, a/tor having thrust them
from the conscience. To-day homan
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proposes the substitution of international arbitration
fbr tho procedures ol war, and will sooner or later end
the struggle of man against man, ond the combat of
nattdn against nation, as it boa ended the coutest of
bouse against house and otty against city, by founding
a full, complete regimen of right and Justioe In a per¬
petual peace. We are destined, doubtless, lo soo many
more wars. The humanitarian spirit of the eighteenth
ccuiury, that spirit which produced such optimist the¬
orists ns Kant and Coudorcct, such practical and hon¬
orable men as Washington and Franklin, has boon lost
amid a multitudes of tortoous tooomprehraslbillllos.
The rulo of ideas, which has given as bo much hope,
bos succeodod the apology for force made by such do-
sorters irom Hegelian idealism ns Dr. Straasa. For the
sonumont and ideal o( progress they bare substituted
tho sentiment and Idea ol a painful pessimism.
They aver that tho advent of democracloe, that
dllatatiou and expansion of life, through so many his-
tortcal successes and well-planned revolutions, ta
equivalent to a return to barbarism. By a species of
materialistic mysticism they hive Inculcated n con¬

tempt for the preoious gifts of exlstonce, In order that
wo should not aftenipt to defend, improvo or perfect It.
Looking np on a clear, calm night at tho immense ox-

panso of stars, whoso scintillating light awakens tho
idea, they say that there, In tho:-o foci or created fire,
there cannot, tbero ought not, to exist that Irrlston,
that burlesque, that Oitternoss which we call life. They
have chanted nothing more sad or terrible than these
confusing tbeogoules. Thoy have thought It preferable
not to part ike of our Ills, as if all were not compen¬
sated by the marvellous sptctaclo of nalare, by the
harmonious scales, of art, by the vision of truth In
science, by the selfs:itisfactiou that Is derived from
tho disinterested fulfilment of doty In our relations
with the world. And by ma tonal Ism they have arrived
at the same results by the crudest mysticism, viz., to
elevate tho conqueror and the executioner lo the throne
of the kings, to Idolize force, predicting with tho sacri¬
fice of our rights the immolation of our 60iils, promis¬
ing us In this world eternal war and In the world to
come perennial nonentity. Thus aro wo treated by
Utopians, by dreamera, by blunderers whose gToat
desire is lo suppre«s all Ideas of a principle ofjostlco
uud the regulating of social life by human rights.

XVOLITIOX SCCCBSM RKVOLirtOX.
When wo consider the broad series of human suc¬

cesses wo feel the profoundest hope for ruture progress.
Scienco precedes reality, and precedes U at a wide dis¬
tance, but sooner or later reality obeys sclcnoe. The
r.glu of estate bagins by combating the right uni¬
versal, and suds by obeying it, uo matter how distant
It maybe. I he pre ent is s perpetual transition be.
Iw-Mcn tho future aud tho pnsL Xew organisms accrue

as much In society as In nature to those pre-existing
organisms which have iwoduccd them. In order to

promote a sp-ntttal transformation a philosophical
transformation Is necessitated, and it may be said that
It requires a statesman to realtzo It A keen English
savnnl has said, with truo mathematical exactness,
.'whoever preserves to society Its ancient Institutions
without having produced others new and as readily
realizable is like he who should take from tho am¬
phibious animal the organs wllh which ho respires In
tho water befnro having given him tho organs with
which be may breathe in the air." Thus the English
savant consoles himself wllh the fact that British
statesmen neither respond to modern science nor obey
purely scientific corn-options with that deep reflection
consistent with their nbility, and that the disproportion
manifested between the intellectual and positive state
of society brings irreparable evils 011 the country. Wo
have, then, depnrted Irom ihe period of revolutions
and entered upon a period of evolutions. Universal arma¬
ment combined with parliamentary reytmon will not
completely extirpate wars, but will undoubtedly dimin¬
ish the caus-s of those tremendous conflicts. If the
Frauco-Oi-rmati war had been discussed In a sovereign
assembly Instead of au Imperial chamber it is certain
that that terrible declaration would have boon avoided
which has resulted in so much inisloriune. If legist-
tors and sovereigns lcid to compel their own sons In
common with the sons of others to take all the chances
of war In tho livid, thoy would deliberate mast oaru

esdly before shedding the blooJ or their offspring.
By those transactions ol the past and those that wo

behold at the present we are able to say that the
porind (or wars has not passed; but also that wo have
commenced I tie period of labor.

is war raroMiBtif
nut amid theae general reflections I have omitted to

examine II the numerous rumors of war in the coming
spring havo any real foundation. Passing over reck .

less optimism I do net bidtevo in this Immediate con¬

flict The gravest peril is in the rivalry between
France an 1 Germany, and this rivalry has diminished
considerably. The French wisely keep to themselves
and devote themselves te the Improvement of their
home Institutions, expelling those old revolutionary
propagandas by Ideas, and those Imperialist propagan¬
das by the arms that woro the origiu ol their glories and
misfortunes, as nu«sia did aftur Sebastopol and
Austria nftor Sadnwn. They present to day ¦ more

fecund example of a people governed in peace nnd
liberty by tnetnselves than the ostentatious apostles ol
nnc*eul providential missions. Even Germany Is net
enchanted with war. The absolute, which has domi¬
nated over tho intellectual from the appearance of
Kant until the death of llcgcl, has been curbed in a

very great measure, from which It has been concluded
that it :s a thing without material strength In sor'cty
and the universe. We feel that peace may turn to a

rule of mind very similar to the reign of ancient Greece
and ancient Italy, and much more powerful by Us
lhmitable than Its llmllablo conquests. Tho millions
which resulted from Germany's victory have been re¬

garded much as the king of ancient mythology, who
had the pernicious gift ofturning to gold everything he
touched with tns hands. Indeed the excitement con-
corn ng this spring has been grsatly calmed. Granted,
that the cloricai laws on religious instruction In France
have created their oVn clerical agitation, that the con-
teet between the OrleanisU and republicans might have
been made the object for Immediate war. end, again
the rapid reorganisation of the French army-
but we now know that the clerical agitation
has calmed In pert, that the Orlranltta and
republicans have arrived at an nnderiteoding,
and that the reform of the French army, though Tery
s.dutary and progressive, appears not to bare been
either so rapid or so estenolre as hod been Imagine!
Moroorer, no matter how eatialed ebe may be, bow in-
toxlcatcd with her triumphs, Germany mutt find a
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In thai internal reform Of the army and of the navy. In
Instraellcin, which France undertaken only la the full
exorcise of her sovereignty. During the extended
crisis preceding the taat war Germany complained with
but poor reason that the policy pursued by France waa

calculated to prevent the development of her resoureeat

By what right did she interfere In the internal affairs
of France 1 What pretext could she offer for this on-

Jus tillable aggression t It waa at variance with the
lofty political intelligence of Bismarck and tended to
confound blm with vulgar statesmen whoa In reality
hs Is entitled to be coosidered as a statesman ol the
tlr-t ordor, and led to the bolisf that be had decided to
leatich toto European conflicts wHh all the preclpltm
Moo and blindness of an Ollivier. His high Intelligence,
however, answers more than aoy other guarantee, and
assures more than any other force, for the peace of
Europe at this supremo moment.

TUX SKOULDSKI.VJ KASTKHX QCCSTIOX.
There Is but ono caaso for war, a considerable cause.

the Eastern question But the Eastern question may
not lead to immediate conflict The two nations most
Interested and compromised in that affair have, and do
still, unless they have recently changed their o<pnlcn,
wisely abstained Irom any view hAvlng.an extremo or

exaggerated character. England does not maintain, as

In other times, oven to the point of the eword, the in¬
violable Irtogrlty of tbe Turkish Empire; neither does
Russia act with such promptness as she was wont
to do in the holy olty of Constantino. Each has bod
her ardor moderated through the cooling influence of
experience. England knows taat in order to oppose
Russia she roquirct to regain the Western support she
lost completely through her neglect to.protest, In any
way, agalust tbe consummation of the unhappy dis¬
memberment of Franco Russia, on her part, knows
that in order to turn tbe Eastern question to account
she most complete her great system of railroads and
tbe armament of the numerous contingent of her re¬

serves At this moment, by tacit consent, tlie nations
of tbe north na well as thoac of the interior of Europe
haw acceptod the principal Initiative, and the Impor¬
tant note of that Austrian Empire whioh waa so much
denoaoced when she cast tbe shade of
death over Germany and Italy. But at this
time, also, her mediation may deaden tbo tremendous
shook ol Eastern Europe with Europe of the West, a

shock that might occasion many awful disasters.
Geography has an Immense Influence in polities; and
geographyMmposes upon Austria and the Turks various
limited intersections between the two peoples and their
multiple populations. Again, the Austro-Hungarian
Empire exercises its authority ovor an immense multi¬
tude of Slavs, just as Turkey does.Slavs of Bohounta,
Gnlicia, Croatia ami the whole of ancient lllyrta.
There is, moreover, another reason which clearly
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In the question of the East. German influence Is moro
interested In depriving Austria of ber Germanic char¬
acter with the Slav nations and in the Slav territories
by anncxlog ber Gorman regions, and Russia has an

interest boyond other Christian Powers In diminishing
the strength of the Turks, In order to secure forever a

decisive preponderance and authority ovor kor own

race, whoso diverse tribes boiicvo in the oft
promised Russian Mosslanlsm, which Is sufficient,
with all Its glittering vagneness and uncertainty, to

Inflame the fastidious imagination of the East.
Therefore, all the Powers, with one accord, dele¬
gated to tho Austrian Empire tbo conduct of tho

negotiations with Tnrkey and the composition of tho
note to be prosonted at Constantinople demanding tbo

necessary reforms. The note was prcscntod, and
though Turkey protested sbe had to submit under
pressure. Austria, thinking that tbo general applica¬
tion of the complex projects would be extremely diffi¬
cult of realization, proposed to restrict their operation
to the solution of the Horzogovina question. A Slate
such as Austria, which comprlsos such a diversity of
character, speaks such a multitude of languages, pro¬
fesses religions opposite in nature.such as Magyar and
Croat, Herman and Slav, Greek and Catholic.an im¬
mense mosaic by which public enmities may be ad¬

justed, an enormous organization which include*
tt.rco governments and various assemblies, formed by
the individual Germanic race and the soclalisMo race

of the Slav, uniting la tho extrotno east with barbar¬
ous regions liko Turkey and in the extreme west with
regions of tbe highest state of culture like Switz¬
erland and Italy, may well maintain tbe inesti¬
mable equilibrium between contending forces and an

artificial peace between contesting nationalities with¬
out resorting to expedients or bargains; may well find
some happy formula which, while it may prolong the
agonyof the Turkish Empire and bring comparative
cairn, be only a passing truce even to enable us to tide
ovor tbo present prostration and thereby greatly fa¬
cilitate the croativo labor of industry and science, will
enable ns to establish, sooner or later, the true level
between tbe condition of those unfortunate nations
sunk deep in ignorance and the bright understanding
of the groat thtnkors with the future open to them,
rcmomboring that the universal sentiment of buman-
Ity condemns and repels with horror desperate and
hopeless appeals to butchery and wnr, resolving that
human affairs are soluble in justice by the conscience,
by menus of International arbitration and with strict
regard to the eternal principles of right

TUB CONDITION or ITALY.
Ia thns panning In renew the nation* of Europe we

are detained (or a few moments In the presence of
Italy, which continue* by degrees to recover her for¬
mer influence in Europei How Italy has discomfited
those false prophets who hold her artistic tempera¬
ment to be Incompatible with all government on the
one hand and contrary to emancipation on the otherl
Artistic tompcr.iments should bo discarded completely,
according to thoso who augur so badly lor this nulion.
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of Italy consists in comprehending the contradictions
created by her history, which have been handed down
for centuries, which have been made as congonitals to
her complexion, and once acquainted with thein ehe
set to work to harmonize or make them cooxistent,
without producing those violent concussions which
lead to death, or when not to this to tbo weakening
and exhausting of nations. Her talent has the vlrtao
of soelng for ond seeing much at the samo time. Thus
she sow that her autonomy nnd independence would he,
above alt, by the nature of thtugs and tho letter of
treaties, international questions, and she herself bos
elevated her Interior independence to an International
question with a^ the supremo Intelligence of Cavour
and the daxlerout Intervention of the war of the Crimea.
She saw that the nationalities of Europe, governed by
monarchies, would attend more to their kings than to
tbclr tribunes, and In order to be so attended she haa
placed the Phrygian crtp ot her Kepubtio beneath the
golden crown of Savoy, fthe saw that tbo old engino
of the monarchy required the steam of now Ideas to
move It forward, and has placed in tt, with tbo thought
of Mazzint tho gemut of Garibaldi.

CnvTEMPLATIXU KOHK AXD CATHOLICISM.
She saw she could not renounce Rome as « capital,

because there was tho sensorlum and unique cerebrum
wbcre the nerves of tho nation should be united and
concentrated; and, while In time she might renounce
the PontiQcnto because the Pontificate guarded tho
titles to Its former supremacy over nations, aho in¬
vented the fbrmnle of a free Cbureh and a tree State,
by which she has been ablo to prescrvo to her capital
and to Italy a most ported pence. Thus, when she
sccndcd to Mount Mortah, for example, and saw at her
feet the glorious Eternal City all entlra, with lie rotun¬
das, w.ioso defiles of rains and sepulchres arore like
mj stlc templos In infinite space, involuntarily her eyes
and her attention wcro drawn upon threo leading
points.upon the immense Vatican, shining like bur¬
nished gold beneath tho bright rays of the sun, tbo
residence of the Pope; upon the Qulrlu.il, with its
obelisks and the Colossus at its entrance, the resideuoe
of the King; upon the wide-stretching villas of the
north enshrouded In cypres* nud pine, hidden between
tho fragments of the aqueducts and among tbo remainc
ot the ancient Pretorlum, the rcaideuco of Garibaldi.
And to tee those throe powerful rival#.tho power of
the Church, the power of tho monarchy and the power
of the dtmo racy.living In unity, beeause peace
between the three appears momentarily necessary
In order to found and conaorve n free country, which
only yesterday was In slavery, seems like
a dream, seems like n reconciliation ot Qasiphi
and tibib-dlines out of love tor luty. The Pontificate
end the Empire unit* and forget their quarrels in pro¬
posing to serve luly, the monarchy and the tribune,
deposing port of their seal, this end that part of their
authority In tovor of lb* country, as If nil, perseontorn
and persecuted, oppressors end oppressed, hod celled a

truce to their historic rancor* in order te resuscitate
the IAccrue of the peoples Mh# n miracle ef liberty,
which gtron to tbo history ofoar centary the brilliancy
ot the legend nnd Urn poena. Be Ihn as It may, the
Pope of Borne, Ihn King nf Italy, the warrior nnd tho
tribune ef lemeerncy lire la nslty upon the
h&4 tCMMfc MM */t

IK THE SAHARA.
The Larg-eau Expedition at

the Oasis City.

Treachery and Inconsistency
of the Ghadamese.

A ROBBER BATTLE.

A Governor's Makeshift Force Chas¬
ing the Touat Thieves.

Desperate Fighting Between the
Souafa and Razi.

A TERRIFIC DUEL.

GoaDAJtca, Feb. 18, 1870.
We Ioivo Gbadamta to-morrow. Duriug tho last few

day* event* bare ao multiplied around ut that I has¬
ten to send you a few rapid skotches by an express
courier, or mchari mail carrier, who will arrive at

Biskra some fifteen clays before us. I avail myself of
tbla opportunity to giro you a fow detaila as to the ro-

¦ult of our expodltlon hither, and alao to adviao you of
a terrible robber fight which Uaa just taken place be¬
tween Itb&t and this city, In which our chief guide,
the leading kliebir of the tribo of Robala was, un¬

fortunately killed. In my letter of January 10 I ex-

pressed tbo taopo that we should Use back with us to

Algoria a caravan of Gbadmn&se merchants. But tho
late ovenls have not benefited ua In this respect, and
to-morrow we shall retake the dreary route through
the ererlasting gauds of the Erg to the Souf. The
Uhadamcse did not care to come with us; but 1 will
add that at the last moment wo ovon opposed tho
journey, the rcasous for which will be read.ly seen by
the Incidents connected with the attack of the
rozours, .

OnADAJCSSS TRKACUXBT.

The object of the expedition Is obtalnod, neverthe¬
less, as I will show. I! Is, perhaps, just to state that
our patience has boon tried to the utraort fromthe
first, and failure must have followed but for the te-
naclty of our oxplorer, who determined not to leave
this oasis until he had secured the ful lest and moat
minute Information concerning every resource likoly to
be productive, and ascertained tbo best possible means

for opening up commercial relations wlib the Soudan
Irem thlstimo forward. Some ttino after our arrival
here, and after we had boon promised that several
merchants had decldod to follow us.promises made to
us by the Governor himself.we discovered that we were
tho objects of a continual Intrigue, by uo moans assur¬

ing to our personal safety, and especially
serious with reference to the results of the expedition.
From evidences of groat consideration, lollowodby en¬

couraging promises, wo all at once notiood a marked
reserve on tho part of our hosts, followed by a most
unsatisfactory indllfereuca Our apprehensions were
confirmed by a statement from one of the Khars, Kl-
lladj-Attija, to the elToct that the Cbsdamese learod
they would Dot be well received in Algeria; that, more¬

over, no French merchant had accompanied us; that
tho route to the Bjuf was not safe; that water was

short among the bills, and many other objections were
made which he said they had forgotten at first, but all
of which we very easily answerod; and finally we

learned that tho Gbadamfise.who arc imbued with an

enterprising commercial spirit, but chicken-hearted
like most of the sons ot Barbary. feared tbey would
be

CEKKCBBD BT TIB (iOVERXMICXT
of Tripoli If they should enter Into commercial rela¬
tions with us. To this argument, which seemed to us un¬

worthy of a reply, the Kalmakam hlrastdf ropllcd, pro¬
testing that his government had the best of Intentions
In favoring commorce with France. The Pacha ol
Tripoli himsolf had come to Ghadamfts to take cognis¬
ance of the meeting between Mr. Largeau and tbo
Medjeli>s tho year previous, and ho raised no objection
whatever to the opening of commercial rotations be¬
tween tho oasis and Algeria. And. added tho Kalmakam,
tho resources ceqtrod at Gliadara&s are quite sufllcient
to meet all their demands without interfering in any
way with Tnpolttan trade; In caso commercial re¬

lations with Algeria should aasumo wide proportions,
It would simply necessitate tho removal by his govern^
mcnl of tho Custom House from Tripoli to Ghadam£a,
thereby luductng a new order or things and adding tin-

merely to the commercial prosperity of the provinces
of ths Sultan. This was another quietus to the Ghada-
¦isa

JBAUH'SY AND RICKRRWfl.IRTRIOUKS 8POJI.BD.

But what were we to dot Wo could not leave ths
o.ista without thoroughly canvassing tho Intentions of
the people, aud therefore decided to remain until wo

bad completely mastered the situation. Days
passed by. We employed our leisure hours
In looking about tho city and exploring
the environs 1 busied myself more especially
In collecting documents and Inlormatlon geueraily
upon tho htstorv of the city, Its origin and
piesent status, thwmannere and habits of tho people,
and, above all, as to their commercial relations with
the 8oudan.mattcre which I shall communicate In a

subsequent letter. We entered into the most amlsblo
rotations wit h the tribes of Touarcg, camped without
tho walls of the city. Those tribes, tho faithful ob¬
servers of the treaty of peace entered into between
them and the government of Algeria through tho
French mission sent to Ghadamfes in 1SAS. assured us

of tbsir protection in case we should desire to pene¬
trate Into the lloggsr. Indeed, ths warm sentiments
of their cbiefls toward us led to some coolness on the
part of ths Ohsdatness. The dlecoment of the latter
will be better understood when It Is explained that the
Touarcg, these masters of the desert, escort the Gbada-
ui<vec caravans aud protect them against tho attacks of
plunderers through all tho countries which skirt the
Sahara. Wo ie.irncd that bad feeling of the GhadamOso
bad been engendered on our account. I paaa over these
calumnies and bickerings here, however, as 1 intend to
make them the subject of s special report to the gov.
eminent at Algeria. I may add that they, nevertheless,
helped us to realise tho true condition of a Ilk ire, clearly
showing ns the importance of future commerce, open¬
ing our eyes as to the beat means of insuring Imme¬
diate good results In e word, we uncovered the whole
Intrigue.carried on for the most pert by e few blaek
boys.around us, but which will not be fully explained
autil after our arrival at Algiers

johm soli. ooYTRone tbs soman tradb.
In tbe meanwhile, I am convinced personally that

the oasis of Gbadamta is now tho central point to
which are sent all the products of tho Soudan through
RhAt and Afn Ornish. From Ghadamte tho caravans

go to Tripoli, end after baring passed through tho
hands of brokers, who are mostly Hebrews, tbe

goods are sent to English markets by way of Malta,
and after passing suln through the hands of English
brokers pass to nance sad elsewhere. From Aln-

however, a hew caravans are sent to

Tanglern, tbe good* from which also pass into
the English markets by way of Gibraltar. From
the Sosden to RhAt or ATn-Oalah, from these two places
to Gtadaasds, from Gbadamos to Tripoli, from Tripoli
lo Malta, from Malta to England and from Eng¬
land to Franoe.here you have six interme¬

diary station* before the products of tho Son-
das reach France. It may be readily understood that
this system of exchange Is extremely onerous, end ths
English themselves ought to dlsoover tbst It Is by no
mesas "practical" far as, whose Algerian Sahara ex*
tends from Morocco to the gatea of Ghadamf-a, to thus
permit a continuance of the diversion of com mores
which prevents the complete development of Algiers
Tho merchandise of the Soudan, sach as Ivory, oatrteh
Amthere end hides (superior to those of Morocco), or

''IMsMe," as they are mlkd, and which would suffice for
thg whole of Sawpsti consumption, bow have to
nasi through sis or seven usisrmedlary bands before
raasMag French markets. From this St can bo under¬
stood why tho oestrus of production era made to ap-
¦VMfeilNh |fce werfcH# of sonauatptma. sad will

alto upUi vkf a Athgle ostrich plume t> &** of
a lady of fashion oosts from $12 to $20 In Pari* Bat
In reality seed It ha eof If Uila ethte of things la to
contlnno France ought at least to be able to aharo the
profits with her English neighbors.

A50TBXR OMIT AJtQLO ATOICAM levMMS.
If the 8ah&ra belonged to the English they would

long since have bad roads throughout the Soudan, and
they are now organising an expedition with the object
of ascertaining whether It bo possible to open an in¬

ternal lake la the enormous hollow comprised between
the northwest portion of the Sahara and to the west oi
the plateaus of Moursouk and Ashen. This Immense
basis extends on one side Irom tho fertile regions
of Tafllabt and TouAt to tho soutbarn limits of tba At¬
las Isle.a vary short distance from Timbaotoo.and
on the other side from Trooza and Aaaooad to the west
as far as the highlands of Maghter and Adtrer, near the
shores of the Atlantic, which could be eonnectad with
the Atlantic by means of a canal running through to
the ocean opposite tho Canary Islands. 1 would wager
that this new internal sea and grand key to the heart
of Africa, whieh would bars Immense and Important
commercial results for Englaod, tending to open new

sources of trade anions the grouped kingdoms
which now line the hizb Niger and extend back
as fhr as Lake Tchad.when these regions
shall have been improved and are no longer separated
from European denization by tho barrioru ol the Kong
Mountains and the shallow waters of the Niger, which
are only navigable for a very short distance.1 would
wager, I repeat, that a gigantic scheme will already
be In process of realization beloro the members of the
Chamber of Commerce of Marseilles will think of ask¬
ing whether this Intorlor sea Is a "healthful" wont for
the future commerce of our African colony.

but to as teas to uhauauk&

We were unable to get ono of tho leading merchants
to accompany us. Three had already promised to load
thirty camels for us, wben the uews cams of tbo stam¬

pede, by a band of robbers, in tho bills on the Ouargla
route. This completely settled them. Two of the
three Immediately withdrew from the enterprise, and tho
third, though still willing to risk It, had too small a quan¬
tity of goods to pay the expenses of a trip to Algiers.
Hence Mr. Largcau announced that we must make
preparations for aa immediate retura. Not having suf¬
ficient force now to go down to RbAt wo had decided
to re-enter the Souf by descending from the south, so

ax to onable our explorer to complete his exploration ot
Ighargbar, which he began last yoar, when the fight
occurred which resulted in tba death of our guide Tbo
consequouce of this unhappy lucident w is to exhibit
tho very small Item of confidence which should ever be
placed In the averments of tho Gbedam&se, and to
demonstrate to us, moreover, though we might go over

to their city, that they would not recogntzo any obliga¬
tion compelling thorn to risk their precious necks by
coming over to us.

THREATS AOAIXHT TBS TORSOH.

We Intended to leave Ohadamis on February T, but
for some days we bad heard the most curious rumors

circulated about us, tending to delay us. A r.cgrcsa
said tooar servant All, "How can you live here with
these FrenchmenT II you don't wish to die with
thorn leave their service, for Oson-SalU Is wait¬
ing for them In the hills with bis band
of robbers, and Lo will «botchor them like
dogs" AU, who Is prudeooe Itself, simply replied that
as we should return by way of Tripoli Oson-Sald and
bis cutthroats would have to wait a long time. 1 re¬

member, in this connection, that Oaon Is the murderer
of Doormeaux Duporrd and also of Joubert. He Is
known as one of the revolted Cb&amba, who hae
sworn "death to the French," and continually ram¬

bles in tho region of tho hills and on the roads between
Kbit and Ghndambs, accompanied by a low of the
rebel ChAsmba, some of the people of TouAt and
Tooirga, all desperate robbers and assasslna It was
this aamo rascal who, after having stabbed Duperrd and
Joubert, wrote to the Governor of GbadamAs and
threatened to overrun the whole casts If bo ever dared
to entertain any more Frenchmen.

A CARAVAR ATTACKS!) ABO FLLKhKIIKD.
Two days beforo our Intended data of dei>arture

some staves whs were feeding our oamols among the
hills beard the roport of flroarms In tbe direction of
Ouargla They counted seven shots at first, then
twelve The departure of several Ch&araba hunters,
friends of oura, the night previous, led ua to suppose
that they had really come aeroee robbers.perhaps
those of Oson-Suld. On the evening preceding the
day fixod for our departure thz Kalmakam came to us
and excitedly announced that a caravan of 103 camels,
loaded with Ivory, ostrich leathers, Incense end hides,
bad been attaoked by tbe raseura, that the oameilers
bad taken to flight and that tbo two Toaareg soldiers
deputed to guard tbe earavan had bad to goad their
motor* almost to death in order to prevent being over¬
taken and slain by tba robbers.

PftKPARIXQ TO CBA8TIBC TBR KA0CAIA
On tho morning of the 7th, Just oa we were arrang¬

ing to start tho same evening, the chief ol oar csmel-
iera, Bel-Kacem, came to apprise as that tho Govornor
had receivod fail details oonccrnlng the attack and
now asked our authorization to place oar Svaafa under
arms to aid in pursuing the thieves. The razi were
commanded by Oson-Sald, said Bei-Kacem, being about
eighteen in all. Two ot these were of the TouAt, eight
Cliiarabs and eight Touarog from Hoggar. "Osoa
8afd," said we, the murderer or Dourmeaux-Duperrd
andJoubert!" We seized our carbines and ran out to
join the Kaimakam, whom we found with all oar
Soaofa at the gate of the city. The Governor now ex¬

plained that they were not commanded by U»on, bat
by ono Modaai, another bmJIl still mors ferocious
than Osod, who la bis hrotbar. We asked him how
many men he had at his disposal 7 The unhappy
Governor turaed sad pointed to ten men, tho sole gar¬
rison ot GhadamA* (though he haa been promised fifty
for over a year by the government), and be could
mount but three of these, having no more horses
allowed him. Tuero was, however, the Cbaambi Moula-
ol-Arol, who lived at Gbad&mta, a moat determined
and energctlo fellow, and a personal onemy of Modanl
withal. He had alto about fifteen Attriya (GbadamAae
of mixed blood), but he counted moat upon our bouafa.
/a tor the Ghadam£se, they never fought, and tbey
had already hid all the fleet animals, or roehsra, with
which they might overtare the raxi. Our Souafa|
who are as daring in banting a man as chasing a

gaselle, only asked to be allowed to give chase. Bo-
holding the cowardme of hla officials, the Kaimakam
rc-eutorod tho city aud compcliod them to come forth, if
for nothing clao. at least to salute him.
Wo toon beheld one of the most tunny spectacles In

the world. Gbsdamdse, to the number of about 400,
robed in the garments snd belts of war, jumbled forth
towards the gate, their long barrelled rifles in
hand, and took positions under the wall with all that
patriarchal mystery so peculiar to these old Angles, and
significantly murmuring "bush," "alienee," "speak
low," 4c. Prom tbo terraces of the bouse we could
hear the women tittering the you-you. Standing
quietly by tho aide of a little mound, we watcbed all
this with a great deal of cariosity, and began to think
that theso bravo warriors might aland fire after all,
when all at onco they wheeled round suddenly and
prudontly ensconced themselves In the coulisse within
the walls, resting there apparently with the grewtool
tranquillity.

thb CBAsa aptbr tub boborrs.
At length tbey started in pursuit The Kaimakam

now energetically opposed our departure In accordance
with our arrangements already made, and annouueed,
moreover, that It would be impossible to follow the
pursuing lorce as we were not mounted. "We will
follow on foot, then," we said. About alx or sevea
miles from the oaeia the Governor declared
that if we Insisted on following be would
go back btmstlC Ha also affirmed, as did
also oar Souafh, that he would he compelled
to leave us on the road, ler before the end of
the day we aboold he thoroughly worn out Iu the
presence of the material impossibility of going fnrtbsr
we reluctantly parted from ths Mule troop, after
having handed our carbines and ravolven to our
banters, recommending them to take advantage of tho
enemy by firing at a distance, aod especially to guard
against all surprise An hour later this little band bad
disappeared beyond the korison of tho rod Hasaada.

ths fcmuixo porch.
I now proossd to give tho dotal!* of this

msn hunt, which will be ample to give an Idea
of fighta In the desert. The Genm (or Booking
corps), commands* by tho KsTaaakas, sn oner-
get ic snd Intelligent Turk, was eompossd of aln*
Sounfa, among whom were Haoun, our khobtr, sad
Bcl-Kacttn, the chief of our camelkra, all meoated an
their camels, of which two war* mebare; four envoiry-
mcn, the Chiambl Moula-el-Arni, three regular soldiers
of the Use, a negro gutdo and a servant sf ths Gov-
srnor, mounted on camels, and flflssa Attrtja, soma
oaasa) tandais sad bsarsn «f vatsr and arurtsloaa

VlHTtouau.
MM'ltBg few th* oasis at midday ouKBiday tbf

troupe did not kail till midnight, when thsy lootfi
poor rvpext at a place called Marekeem. At dayllgbf
tbay startad again. At tan o'clock tba same morning
onr Souafa discovered the traces of the robbers, whtoh
wars two or throe days old. They followed these tracks
and soon recognised the tracks of tho careran the (had
bean stampeded, showing that tho ran, who ware also
going toward RMt, had tamed the caravan by stopping
tba road. Further on they found tusks of ITory and
empty baga which the razl had thrown away on tho
road so as not to be too mnah embarrassed. Thoy fol¬
lowed the track at a slow trot, and at night nampeit
near the wells of Bir-MaslB, which aro shaded with
palm treea
On Wednesday morning seven of the men m foot,"

two horsemen and several porter camels, who ware loo
much latigucd to continue the cbasn, ware sent back to
GhsdamAs by tho KaTm.ikaat. who, fearing tabs away
too long, gave them sn order to have aoma provisions
and water sent to him. At tnidnlgat Wednesday tho
<*oum halted at a place called Garat-Sedu. Thursday
morning they alarted again. At midday they arrived at
Blr-Naatr, whore they left five camels and tan men,
who were also placed kori dt march a. Altar waiting
Just long enough to drluk a little water thoy started 08
again.

raa aovraaoa hoss 05 amenu

At four o'clock tho baud turned Into a little vallaj?"
studded with rotem, designated Taken by the guide.
Hero tba Governor, three horseman and four men oat

foot hod to ' haul off" in turn, completely exhausted.
Tho Governor requested our Souafa to dlsoontlnua the
chase, fearing that they would not bo able to overtakgr
tho robbors except by going a tremendous
distance. Our Intrepid follows declared that
tho tracks wore too frosh to permit at
a doubt aa to their shortly overtaking the

bandits, and stated that they would continue tba
hunt. The Kiumakam thou retreated to Bir-
Neanr, accompanied by thoso who had baited with
him, to await the return of tho Souafa. The pursuing
baud was now reduced to the negro guide, Moul-el»
Arbl, our nino Souafa and one soldier, a plucky fallow,
who ran all tho time on fool at the beols of the oamelai
This valiant Utile company continnsd to advance. Ths
chase was becoming terribly fatiguing. The whole of
the night thoy ran forward with the hope of comiug up
with tho onemy by daybreak.

rax Konsaita caught.a bloodt battlx.

This hope was realised, for early on Friday morning
they dlaoovcrod tho onemy In tho distance, and urged
their camels on at greater speed. The bandits also saw
they were pursued, and, mounting their faaloet
animals, or mehara, drew up In line and awaited th*
attack. About 340 yards from the rasi our man Mes-
aaood, one ol the best hunters of tho Souf, discharged
two shots from the splendid Winchester rlflo wbtoll
Mr. Fancbeaux bad lent him, killing a camel with
each shot. At tho same distance our chief eamelier}
Uel-kacem, killed a man with the Martini belonging to
onr explorer. Up went Haoun, our kheblr, and lio
soon despatched another with my Remington. Tho
enemy, being perfectly stupefied, apparently, by tho
onslaught made at a distance so lar beyond tho capa¬
city of their arms, rendering a return fire on their
part Impossible, turned and fled precipitately;
It was at this junction that our unhappy guide, Haoun,
Mossaoud and the Cb&ambi Mouia-ei-Arbt, who had re¬

joined them, becamtf somewhat excited, and, roaring-
thai the robbors were about to eacapo them, com milled
tho great Imprudence of remounting their mehara
and ruahing headlong altor the raacala, without asking
thotnselvoa whether the sudden fligbt was not, after
all, a 1-use. They reached tho edge of a ravine, and,
looking down, discovered tho razl waiting for thorn,
receiving our Souafa with a general Are, bat, fortu¬
nately, tnolr shots all fell short. Instead of waiting
for a concentrated attack by their whole foreo, thcas
thrco moo, with unheard of oour.iso, rushed to attach*
the onemy, who numbered about fifteen.

TEG FIGHT BOW BKCAUE FliAHFUX,
Indescribable. I will attempt to follow Messouad a0
he excitedly relates the details. On getting Into closo
quarters a roost singular duel occurred between Mo-
daul, tbe robber chief, aod the Chfiambi Moula. "1
Uavo been looking for yon this long time, you vilUn-
ons cutthroat," crlod Moula. uAnd I have been also
looking,".said Modani, raising bis long rifle Into posi¬
tion; bat before ho could eompleto his ssntenoe sod
fire Moula bad drawn one of our hufTalo pistols and
stretched him dead on the sand. Immediately after¬
ward, however, one of Modanl's band took revenge for
the death oi hw chief by shooting Moula through tho
body and killing him. While this bloody duel was

being fought Mest-aoud had killed one robber and
wounded two others. Seising then, his revolver ho
reeolved to tell his Ufa as dearly as possible, whan bo
heard Haoun ealling to him, who, alter having emptied
his carbine, was set upon aod sabred to doatb by
several of tho Tousrega. He was about to
rush to his assistance, when he also was

sot upon and 'tad to retreat a lew steps In order to
avoid being surrounded as Haoun bad been. Terrified
by tho rapid shots from his carbine, however, tho
Touarog prudently withdrew aud left him master of tho
situation. Ho then went over toward Haoun, but was
met by another of tbe Souafa, naiucd Earned Bala, whs
told him that Haoun was already dead, and that If they
remained a moment longer they would all be massa¬

cred. Both then went back and Joined their tired com¬
panions, a little diatanec oil, as their fatigued camels
hod not been able to follow them.

TDK CASUALTIES.

This terrible rencontre thus proved fatal to two on
our side, but their doatb wse woll avenged by the de¬
spatch ol tho robber obisf, Modant. Four other bandits
fell dead -a the valley, and our Souafa claim that six
more of tbelr number are badly wounded. In fact ths
rail were completed routed, and it Is probable that It
will take them a long time boforc tbey can organtss
again sufficiently to prove a terror to caravans Ths
place .wbero tbe battle oceurred ie about a nlno days'
journey for s lightly laden caravan from Ghadamis, that
Is to say, about eighty leagues from lbs oasta Dur¬
ing the same night the Souafa rejoined the Kulmakam
and his companions at Bir-N'azar, whero they arrived
thoroughly "cone up," their lect bleeding from ths
brambles and thorns of tbe hamada, end almost dying
of hunger.

. DSOBATtfrL CITIXVKS.
On the Wednesday following the whole of the light¬

ing and the non-combating parts of the pursuing band
rotumod to Ghadamta, and the Governor, who appeared
nettiod, censored the people for nut tending bltn the
provisions be ordered. On Thursday morning our e>»

piorer addreeeod s letter to the people of Gbadamfte,
Justly demanding an indemnity lor the loss of Haoua
In behalf of his three children, and also asking
for a contribution for onr Pouafa. Notwithstanding
all our effbrts, which wore ably seconded by the Gov¬
ernor, our requests were utterly disregarded. A special
report of thla affair Is sent by tbo courtor carrying this
letter to the Governcr General of Algeria. While wn
were waiting for Justice our ffouafa wanted to take the
law Into their own hands and stampede several camels
belonging to the Ghadsmtse, and nothing but the stern
authority el Mr. ].argoaa prevented another conflict,

sememe - cv.
We shaft return alone now, but ! eannot give any do-

tails of the new plan of Messrs. Lirgenu snd Say for
opening the next season, but like them, snd notwith¬
standing the 111 will o! the Inhabitants of Ghsdsmts, I
may slate that since my entry into the Desert of 8a-

| bsra 1 have observed an immense extension of tbe pres-
ttge of France, in the sympathy of the Touareg for us
and also In tbe general desire of alt the Suhartos, loclud-
log tbe Turks, to see us occupy the Touit, the last rcff>
age of tbe bsndilti forming the rati.
We know, moreover, thst the occupation of Rh*t by

Tripoli last year, which was regretted as s consequence
of the last journey sf Mr. Largeau, will not only open
tbe gates of that city to us, though they wars closed to
Dnveyrler, but also (bat thai occupation will contribute
vastly to tbe accompllehmant of new schemes and per¬
mit us to tend tbcro s caravan of Sonars direct next
winter. The plundering bends ol Tunisiaoe snd Trlpol-
tuns have already disappeared. Only those of tbo
Tooil now remain, to which lh« eighteen forming
Modem's band, who killed oar khchtr and Moul i-*W
Arm, belonged.

rurantso son morass attack.
Mo<iani'§ brother Oeeo Is waiting for us. we are told,but we doubt If he would venture to attack us. Wa

shall have with us eur daring flouafS, who have bce»
Joined by nil tbeee rocontly arrived at Ghadamts an*
who otherwise would go back in small companies We
shall be sble to receive the cutthroats with tome thirty
good banters, bceidee the power vested In oer Win¬
chester', he. Our Intention it to return by wsy of Rir-
Bereeeof nod thence by tbe sum? rosd we came. We ex-

pect to reach Biskra on tbe 90tb of March. I shall net
publish the definite results of this expedition and givw
details as to tbe now exploration* planted by Moeara,I Largeau shd 8«r SOU) after 1 return to Alcana


